
Nominations Open for 2020 Dean's Distinguished
Service Awards 

Each fall the Dean recognizes individuals who demonstrate
excellence in service, leadership, advocacy, and professional
accomplishment. Awardees are chosen by a selection committee
overseen by the Dean’s leadership team. 

If you would like to nominate a deserving individual, please submit
your nomination by July 1, 2020. 
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Announcements

Commitment to Diversity and Equity
The University of South Carolina School of Medicine Columbia is committed to advancing diversity and
inclusion to enhance effectiveness and to prepare a diverse workforce for the people we serve. In the
coming week, School of Medicine leadership will be sharing specific actions that the school will be taking
to contribute constructively to building a more diverse, inclusive and equitable culture within our school
and our community.

The School of Medicine leadership also recommends reviewing the letter sent to the Carolina Family
addressing the university's commitment to diversity and equity and the AAMC's Statement on Police
Brutality and Racism in America and Their Impact on Health.  

COVID-19 Updates
The university has begun a four-phase return to work plan to bring
faculty and staff back to campus. Phase 1 began on June 1. More
details are available on the the Return to Work Plan webpage.

President Caslen also announced additional protocols to help
mitigate the risk of COVID-19 on the UofSC campuses. These protocols include wearing
face coverings in classrooms, libraries and other public spaces where social distancing
may be challenging. See the new guidance in President Caslen's May 27 message.

The university also is encouraging everyone returning to campus to be tested for COVID-
19. Visit the UofSC Coronavirus landing page for current information regarding testing.

Students returning to clinical
learning environments

We are now beginning the process of reintroducing
some students back into the CLE. On June 1, M3
students began returning to the CLE. Most will complete
their final M3 rotation in June, preparing them to start
their M4 rotations on July 1. CRNA students will be
returning to the CLE on June 15. Physician Assistant

students and rising M3 students will follow into the CLE in late June/early July. Biomedical
science students (masters and Ph.D.) will start returning to lab-based research and instruction,
using appropriate social distancing, in mid-June.

School of Medicine awarded 'Doing the Most Good' Award

As part of National Salvation Army Week, representatives from The Salvation Army of the
Midlands presented their “Doing the Most Good” award to the UofSC School of Medicine
Columbia. Students accepted the award at the School of Medicine on May 19. The school and
its students were selected for the award in honor of their service during the COVID-19
pandemic. Since April, students have served meals to the homeless community at Transitions
for 14 days each month. These students are playing a crucial role in helping to feed the
homeless and provide basic needs when many volunteers are not available.

News

Clinton Webb hired to lead new Cardiovascular
Translational Research Center

Renowned vascular researcher Clinton Webb, Ph.D., has been hired to
lead the University of South Carolina School of Medicine Columbia’s
new Cardiovascular Translational Research Center. This center is the
result of the University of South Carolina Excellence Initiative. Read
more. 

Sir William Osler encyclopedia edited by
emeritus professor Charles Bryan now available 

Sir William Osler: An Encyclopedia, a publication edited by Charles S.
Bryan, M.D., Heyward Gibbes Distinguished Professor of Internal
Medicine Emeritus at the University of South Carolina School of Medicine,
is now available from Norman Publishing. Read more. 

More News

Alumnus helping secure supplies, training needed to diagnose COVID-19 cases in
Iraq

Graduates focus on infectious disease as they head to residencies

Alumna helps battle COVID-19 in New York City

Resources

Working with The Conversation 
Last month, three articles written by School of Medicine Columbia
researchers were shared in the newsletter, including one by Kevin
Bennett.

Watch this video of Dr. Bennett discussing his experience working with
The Conversation to learn more about the process. If you are interested

in writing for The Conversation, contact School of Medicine Communications Manager Alyssa
Yancey at alyssa.yancey@uscmed.sc.edu. 

Congratulations

Robert Dawson, Ph.D, has been promoted to the rank of clinical associate professor in the
Department of Neuropsychiatry and Behavioral Science.

Morris "Moss" Blachman, Ph.D., associate dean of continuous professional development and
strategic affairs, is retiring on June 30 after 47 years of service to the University. 

If you would like to submit an item to be included in the next edition of MedNotes, please
email SOM Communications Manager Alyssa Yancey at Alyssa.Yancey@uscmed.sc.edu. 
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