Final Reports for Geography 595 (Spring 2021)
David Buneta — Internship with The Palmetto Cycling Coalition
Background: Creating bikeable cities
The phenomenon of bikeable cities is something
novel to the United States. Proven to have a lower
carbon footprint and decrease the risk of cancer
and heart disease, many Americans are starting to
take up cycling in order to live more sustainably
and healthily. Following trends in European cities
like Copenhagen and Amsterdam, cities in the
Pacific Northwest like Seattle and Portland have
been especially active in promoting biking safety
and access. More recently, New York City has
been a model for transitioning from cardominated to bike-friendly city streets..
However, the adoption of laws and zoning
practices amenable to cycling has been slow
around the rest of the nation. A defining aspect of
American culture is suburban sprawl and car dependency. Following heavy federal investment
in the post-war period, Sunbelt states became
new hubs of suburban industry and cardominated life. Thus, cities in the South and West
were designed to accommodate vehicular traffic
over multimodal transit. Urban development has
thus favored cars in states like South Carolina
since the twentieth century
As a result, only 0.6% of Americans use a bicycle
to commute to work. The effects of this apathy
are glaring, In South Carolina, 16.5% of traffic
fatalities are cyclists and pedestrians. Appalled at
such statistics, for 20 years the Palmetto Cycling
Coalition has served as an advocate for cycling
and pedestrian safety at the state, county, and
local levels for all South Carolinians.

The Palmetto Cycling
Coalition
Spring 2021 Geography
Internship
David Buneta
The Job:
The Problem:
Last year, the Department of Transportation allocated
federal dollars to SCDOT to undertake a
comprehensive road safety initiative. Part of SCDOT’s
job was to complete an audit of the most dangerous
stretches of road for cyclists in the state. One of the
five worst corridors for cyclist accidents and deaths,
Blossom Street, crosses through UofSC’s campus and
affects students daily. Several cyclists have died on
Blossom Street in recent years due to its lack of safety
features.
SCDOT brought together representatives from the
DOT, Richland County, the City of Columbia, the PCC,
and the University to address the audit and measures
to improve safety. However, it was clear in the
meeting that the University’s “representative” had
neither the capacity to, nor the interest in, being part
of the solution. This was concerning given the high
volume of student and faculty that comprise Blossom
Street traffic and its location through the heart of
campus.
From the ongoing development of bike lanes on
Greene Street, to hiring the COMET, to new plans for
redeveloping S. Main Street, the University has made
strides to proffer multimodal transportation. The lack
of participation in SCDOT’s audit posed confusion and
concern for the future of non-car transit on campus.

I served as the PCC’s student liaison to the university
and was tasked with compiling a list of the key faculty
related to transportation and campus planning. The
PCC sought to create a strategy for working with the
University to create substantive action on bicycle
safety. My time was largely spent on the phone and
writing emails to students, staff, and faculty to gain an
understanding of multimodal transit and the chain of
command for developing capital infrastructure
projects. I interviewed the university’s architects and
campus planners, as well as student and faculty
activists
interested
in
cycling,
multimodal
transportation, and sustainability. I gained intimate
knowledge of UofSC’s cycling community and the
forces at play in developing transportation policy.
Surprisingly, external forces far outweighed internal
apathy in terms of setbacks to non-car transportation.
.

Beyond seeing the campus’ master plans for the last
10 years and the next decade, I gained an inside look
at UofSC’s relations with the City, County, and SCDOT.
I learned that UofSC’s planners are progressive on
multimodality, and that they are consistently working
to expand access to cyclists, pedestrians, and public
transit users within the University’s urban footprint.
As such, they have drawn the ire of the SCDOT on
many occasions. SCDOT has a car-centric focus and
has sparred with the university several times over the
past decade with Assembly Street’s redesign being a
major point of contention.
Despite having a relationship with key faculty at
UofSC, SCDOT failed to invite the appropriate
representatives to this meeting. With students being
major stakeholders in Blossom streets safety, I was
able to introduce the university to this road audit.
Having many allies in common at the city and county
level, including city council members and local biking
associations, the PCC and UofSC can now work
together to advocate for a safer Blossom Street.
Unlike the SCDOT and some city council members,
these two groups value a multimodal future. Going
forward, expansion of Greene Street’s bike lanes and
inclusion of cyclists/pedestrians in the redesign of S.
Main Street will also be feasible projects to tackle
together.

Ashley Clubb — Internship with FoodShareSC

Autumn Davis — Internship with Conservation Voters of South Carolina
GEOG 595: Conser vat ion V ot er s of Sout h Car ol ina Int er nsh ip
Autum n Davis
Un iver sity of South Car olin a- Geogr aphy Depar tm en t

About CVSC

Environm ent al Issues

Envir onm ental issues affect ever yone. The
futur e of South Car olinians r elies on the quality
and pr eser vation of our natur al r esour ces.
Unfor tunately, som e elected officials pass law s
that thr eaten these r esour ces. This is w her e
Conser vation Voter s of South Car olina (CVSC)
com es in. CVSC is a bi-par tisan or ganization
that pr ior itizes envir onm ental issues, such as
those concer ning air , w ater , land pr otection,
ener gy, and w aste, and br ings them to the
attention of elected officials and the public.
This or ganization w or ks to infor m citizens
about w hat conser vation issues ar e cur r ently
going on in the state and w hat legislator s ar e
doing about it. Additionally, the gr oup w or ks to
pr om ote gr een legislation and candidates and
hold all r epr esentatives accountable for the
decisions they m ake. This can be seen in their
biennial legislative scor ecar d w hich scor es
r epr esentatives
based
on
conser vation
legislation they did- or did not- vote on.

Legislation focused on dur ing m y tim e
w ith CVSC r elated to:
PFAS (Forever chemicals)
Toxic, m an-m ade chem icals used in
a var iety of ever yday pr oducts.
It is estim ated that over 20 0 m illion
Am er icans have tap w ater that is
contam inated w ith these chem icals
(Sneed).
The chem icals can build up in our
bodies and have har m ful effects on
our health.
Nurdles
Plastic pellets that can be m elted
dow n to pr oduce plastic pr oducts.
End up in w ater w ays thr ough
accidental spills.
They can end up in our ocean and
im pact m ar ine life as w ell as our ow n
health.
Burning of plastic
The bur ning of plastic by factor ies
pollutes the air and can im pact the
health of sur r ounding com m unities.

M y W ork
A big par t of m y w or k w as outr each. I
w ould contact CVSC m em ber s by phone
and em ail to infor m them about cur r ent
envir onm ental issues and legislation. This
included r esolutions H.514 and S.219
w hich w ould r equir e DHEC to develop
r egulations to lim it PFAS and r esolution
S.596 w hich w ould define plastic pellet
pollution and establish r egulations for the
pellet industr y to follow .

Ever y w eek or so, I w as given a new task,
som e of w hich r equir ed m e to explor e
differ ent topics r elated to conser vation or
advocacy and w r ite a r epor t.

One of m y favor ite assignm ents w as to
r esear ch black envir onm entalists for a
pr esentation. The ter m envir onm entalist
is usually associated w ith the w hite and
m iddle-class.
Though
envir onm ental
issues dispr opor tionately affect low er
incom e and m inor ity gr oups, this
association can pr event them fr om joining
in envir onm ental actions (Pear son et al.).
This pr esentation w as m eant to br ing
attention to the achievem ents of black
conser vationists as w ell as tear dow n this
m isconception, and I w as happy to be a
par t of it.
.

Challenges & Takeaw ays
The biggest challenge for m e w as phone
banking. People ar e n ot guar anteed to answ er
their phones for a var iety of differ ent r easons:
m aybe they ar e busy or do not r ecognize the
num ber . So r esponse r ates var y. The lack of
r esponse could be dishear tening at tim es but
being able to talk to a handful of people m ade it
w or th the effor t, because these ar e im por tant
issues that need to be hear d. Ther e is a need
for gr eater education sur r ounding these topics
and for us to continue to build connections and
r each out to other s.

I have acquir ed skills in r esear ch and
advocacy, along w ith som e nontechnical
skills such as self-discipline and tim e
m anagem ent. M or eover , I gained a better
under standing of our state gover nm ent and
the envir onm ental issues facing South
Car olina today.

Sources
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Blake Gibbons — Internship with The COMET

Chandler H. Gross — Internship with the SC Forestry Commission
Spring 2021 Geography Internship: Insect and Disease Lab at the
South Carolina Forestry Commission
Chandler H. Gross

Background

The South Carolina Forestry Commission

Invasive plants and animals spread quickly and displace native
plants, prevent native plant growth, and decrease the biodiversity of
an area by creating monocultures. P. Calleryana is an example of
such a species that has become a problem in South Carolina.
Commonly known in the US as the Bradford pear tree, this cultivar is
native to China along similar latitudes but is now considered an
invasive across the southeast US. P. Calleryana grows beautiful white
flowers in the spring, and its leaves turn to a bright red in the fall.
The tree is grown mainly for ornamental value today but was initially
brought to the US to combat fire blight in the common pear. By the
1920s P. calleryana was found to be tolerant not only to disease but
also to a wide variety of pH levels in soil, excess moisture, and
pollution (Culley, 2007). The Callery was deemed the ideal street
tree, as still evident on many streets across the southeast.

At SCFC, foresters monitor, report, and coordinate suppression of endemic pests, disease,
and invasive species that affect forest trees in South Carolina. Callery pear has become a
threat both to our forests and urban landscapes,. The SCFC has for decades remained
dedicated to battling their spread with outreach and education using their pamphlet
detailing all SC invasive species. It also occasionally organizes herbicide treatments on trees
less than 10 ft tall. They encourage citizens with vacant land to cut down all existing Callery
pears and to replace with native alternatives such as Service Berry, Tupelo, or Dogwood.

Callery pears propagate readily from birds and other animals
spreading the seeds of fallen fruit. Because of their beauty and
hardiness, the trees continue to be planted and now have been
sprouting readily for a century. Unfortunately, with its rapid growth
and high-light preference, the tree has impeded on many native
species’ habitat. In Manchester State Forest, for instance, most of
the acreage (64 percent) is covered with pine types, such as the
Longleaf, Loblolly, and Slash pine (SCFC, 2017). Once the Callery gets
to an area, it crowds out all other native plants. These sites then
become patches of pure Callery. The tree also isolates native insects
and birds. According to the SC Wildlife Federation, the tree does not
support caterpillars in any significant numbers, so SC native
butterflies will not choose it as a host plant. The needles of pines are
also essential for nesting in many native birds such as the RedCockaded Woodpecker (SCWF). If the Callery pear crowds out pine
species, it will have a negative impact on these native birds.

References:
1. Culley, T. doi:10.1641/b571108 2. SCFC, www.trees.sc.gov/mpm.pdf 3.
SCWF, www.scwf.org/native-plant-list

The US and China at similar latitudes. Areas in China where P. calleryana are found
are in black at the same latitudes as areas in the US where the species is invasive.
(Culley, 2007).

Mapping Pyrus calleryana, the Callery Pear
This semester, I worked with Forest Health Specialist David Jenkins in the Insect and
Disease Lab at the South Carolina Forestry Commission. At SCFC, foresters monitor, report,
and coordinate suppression of endemic pests, disease, and invasive species that affect
forest trees in South Carolina. My job was to help track Pyrus calleryana in a small lot of
Manchester State Forest located in Sumter County, SC. Using QGIS and ArcGIS Online, I
mapped previously collected data on Pyrus calleryana. The pear trees were mapped by
their location and diameter at breast height. Those with the largest diameters are the
assumed parents of the youth and sapling trees. Using my map, David and SCFC can
visualize the patterns of dispersal and reproduction in this lot of Manchester State Forest.
They can then identify the best method of control and eradication of the species in order
to promote the health of the forest to prevent further harm to native species, and to
reduce the potential costs associated with invasive-species control. My findings show
Callery spreading to the northwest and attempting to dominate the roadside where they
can get the most sun. Many of these trees are small. This pattern indicates that herbicides
can be effective in limiting their spread.

Gracie Leatherman — Internship with FoodShare

Gracie Leatherman ∙ Spring2021 GEOG595 Internship
Food Security and Poverty in South Carolina
Food insecurity haunts the US, yet in 2010. Many
Americans live in food deserts, which the USDA defines as
“regions of the country that often feature large
proportions of households with low incomes, inadequate
access to transportation and a limited number of food
retailers providing fresh produce and healthy groceries
for affordable prices” (Ver Ploeg, et al., 2011). Food
waste is another problem. The USDA estimated in 2020
that 133 billion pounds of food were lost or
wasted. There are few ways to transport food “waste” to
those facing food insecurity, though food banks and
pantries are making an effort. Winne (2008) discusses
how food banks, food pantries, and other organizations
were created in response to the lack of government
intervention in feeding the hungry. More recently, the
focus has shifted to reducing food waste. Food waste in
this instance is the food that is nearly or recently expired
food from grocery stores and restaurants. Such food can
be were donated to these food banks for distribution.
The USDA SNAP program is an important way to alleviate
hunger. Some have argued that junk food should be
banned from being purchased with SNAP. Fisher (2018)
argues that prohibiting junk food demeans and
patronizes SNAP recipients. It would also limit access to
affordable food, even if that food is not very nutritious.
South Carolina’s Healthy Bucks tries to solve this problem
by making healthy, nutritious food more accessible. With
the Healthy Bucks program, local farmers can provide
affordable produce to low-income residents, and some
can even accept SNAP. In Columbia, for instance, Gruber
Farm sells produce at Soda City Market and accepts
SNAP. However, local farmers do not have the capacity to
provide food to everyone. FoodShare SC fills this gap by
working with wholesale distributors who operate in a
larger market. This model provides enough low-cost
fresh produce to fill approximately 800 food boxes every
two weeks.

The role of farms and agriculture has changed
tremendously in the past several decades. Growing
multiple crops is not economically efficient for most
farmers today. Large farms are producing single cashcrops, leaving smaller farmers to produce the nutritious
fruits and vegetables that you see at the farmer’s market
or in the produce section of grocery stores. Despite the
number of farmers and roadside markets in Richland
County, there are only three places that accept Healthy
Bucks in Richland County (including FoodShare SC).
Cabannes & Marocchino (2018) discuss the role of food
systems in urban planning. Urban planners must consider
the entire food system--the production, processing,
distribution, consumption, and waste management of
food--in order to achieve foster food security. Planning for
more community gardens, farms, and grocery stores will
provide for more access to affordable food.

Harvest Hope
Before starting with FoodShare SC, I volunteered with
Harvest Hope’s emergency food pantry distribution.
COVID regulations altered the normal distribution
procedures. Shopping carts were filled with a variety of
food, including meats, fruits, vegetables, juice, dairy,
soda, pastries, and snack food, and each car that came
through the line received everything in the over-flowing
cart no matter household size. Bus-riders were also able
to receive the same items, and most people would carry
bags filled with food and drinks. In many cases, the food
distributed was either expired or close to expiring. More
problematically, many items were processed or highcalorie with limited fresh, nutrient rich food available for
intake.

FoodShare SC
FoodShare SC was established in 2015 to provide
affordable, fresh food to those with limited access to
grocery stores. It is now a part of the UofSC School of
Medicine. FoodShare SC programs include a freshproduce delivery service.
Boxes filled with fruit,
vegetables, and recipe cards are delivered or picked up by
customers every other week. A small box costs $15, or $5
for those with SNAP benefits, while a large box costs $20,
or $10 with SNAP. The subsidy for SNAP recipients comes
from the Healthy Bucks program. By increasing access to
fresh produce, FoodShare aims to combat chronic illnesses
such as heart disease and diabetes, which are prevalent in
low-income communities. The program also trains medical
students how to promote a healthy lifestyle to their
patients. The FoodShare Culinary Medicine program works
with medical students to incorporate the “food as
medicine” approach in their future practice through
readings, discussions, and cooking. A key lesson for
medical students is that patients may not have the
resources or time to buy healthier food. While food can be
the best medicine, lack of food affordability and access
undermines this notion (Imhoff, 2019).

Take-Awaysfrom Internship
As a FoodShare intern, I assisted with the Culinary
Medicine classes by prepping recipes and making sure that
the cooking ran smoothly. I distributed produce boxes and
dropped off a few boxes through the NeighborShare
system (for those without transportation). I also assisted
with data management using OneBox, an application
created for FoodShare. Each FoodShare location records
information about program participants, including
payment method and use NeighborShare. Each location
also keeps track of which products are purchased each
week for the boxes along with the quantity purchased and
the price and any delivery costs. OneBox helps each
location determine whether it makes sense economically
to include certain products in the box.

•

•
•
•
•
•

Yellow- 2019 USDA Food
Access – Low-income (LI)
and low-access (LA) tract
measured at ½ mile and 10
miles.
Green “F’”-Farmer’s
markets
Red “R”-Roadside markets
Green dots- COMET stops
Blue dot - Harvest Hope on
Shop Rd.
Marker-FoodShare SC at
Columbia Mall Blvd.

I was able to map food insecurity in Richland County with information
provided by DHEC. Both FoodShare SC and Harvest Hope are located
within areas of LI and LA. The Comet route is a common mode of
transportation taken by people in this area; however, transporting large
amounts of groceries, particularly perishables, is not ideal (Winne, 2008).
There are multiple challenges in operating a non-profit that seeks to
provide nutritious, affordable food to those living in food deserts.
FoodShare locations are responsible for determining where to buy
produce, securing funding, and identifying pick-up locations. FoodShare
requires grants and donations to operate, and many of the grants require
certain guidelines to be met to continue funding. This could be anything
from a patient attending cooking classes to the produce purchased and
the number of boxes distributed.
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Andrew Reed — Internship with the SC Office of Regulatory Staff

South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff:
Broadband Development Program
Andrew Reed, GEOG 595 Spring 2021

Overview
The biggest projects that I worked on at the ORS would help to map
broadband coverage throughout the state, track solar energy capacity
by zip code and county, and identify areas of the state that need
further funding for broadband expansion. Broadband has become an
incredibly important utility in the past 12-14 months because of the
Covid-19 pandemic. With work and school transitioning to remote
work and remote school, the state tasked the ORS to map the
availability of internet throughout the state. The resulting map below
shows in purple the areas of the state that are both inhabited and not
served adequate internet. Along with this transition to remote work
and school there is scientific research that shows the relationship
between internet availability and higher employment, education
levels, and health care availability. With many hospitals overwhelmed
with Covid, it became imperative that many doctor’s visits be
adjusted to telehealth visits. This is where Access to the internet
became so crucial in healthcare. Along with healthcare, schools had
to reach students without internet access, to help with this the ORS
purchased 200,000 internet hotspot devices and distributed well over
100,000 of these to students without internet access at home.
Mora-Rivera, J., & García-Mora, F. (2021). Internet access and poverty reduction: Evidence from
rural and urban Mexico. Telecommunications Policy, 45(2), 102076–.

About the SC ORS
The Office of Regulatory Staff was created in 2003 to regulate all for-profit
utility companies in the state. The ORS advises the SC legislature on how
to allocate funding for new infrastructure projects, such as the Cares Act
funds provided to the states by the federal government during the COVID
pandemic.
“The ORS represents consumers of investor-owned utilities in South
Carolina before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina. The PSC
is the state agency that sets utilities’ rates. The ORS must look at the
impact to the consumer and utilities’ continued investment in reliable and
high-quality services. The ORS audits and inspects investor-owned utilities
and provides limited oversight of electric cooperatives, administers the
leasing program for solar panels in South Carolina, and participates in
matters before the PSC for electric, natural gas, transportation, water and
wastewater utilities, and most telecommunications providers”. – ORS
2020-2021 budget proposal
The ORS is also in charge of determining where to apportion funds for
infrastructure projects throughout the state. The Rural Digital
Opportunity Fund is a federal program to bring internet to underserved
communities throughout the country. The ORS keeps tabs on where this
federal money is sent and helps to distribute state funded grants to other
underserved areas. As a GIS intern I worked to help keep track of the
areas that would need further funding. Internet service providers would
submit applications with gis data and I would create maps to highlight
where these companies would be applying to expand internet services. I
also created a map of Solar panel data through out the state.

Role/Responsibilities
Using CARES Act funding, the ORS contracted a company to
create a map of broadband availability in the state. I was hired
as a GIS specialist to handle GIS data from Internet Service
Providers for the map. I handled GIS data transfers, standardized
data shared with the ORS by different departments, and created
a new Energy Dashboard for the energy department and
produced one-off maps. The majority of my time at the ORS was
spent creating these one-off maps with ArcGIS and learning
about better ways to convert and work with data. I was given
access to computers with high graphics and high computing
capabilities, giving me the opportunity to try different methods
of data manipulation. Going forward I will continue to work at
the ORS helping to train incoming interns on how to use ArcGIS
and how to use SQL to work with large batches of data. My role
in creating online dashboards for the energy department will
remain the same, and I will now have the opportunity to gain
more experience in web development and design.

Julia Williams — Internship with Central Midlands Council of Governments

Central Midlands Council of Governments
GEOG 595 Internship – Julia Williams
About the CMCOG

My role at CMCOG

Equitable Adaptation

The Central Midlands Council of Governments was
created in 1969 and works with the four Midlands
counties and local governments to provide
comprehensive development plans that best serve the
region. The Council promotes collaboration on issues
that transcend each member government’s county
boundaries. This includes water quality, transportation,
housing, and business development. There are
currently 15 council members that generate common
growth and development goals.

As an intern, I focused on the section of the Three Rivers
proposal pertaining to equitable adaptation. This element
focuses on communities most vulnerable to the effects of
climate change. Since equitable adaptation is a newer
concept in watershed management in the U.S, I reviewed
literature to help support the incorporation of this element
into planning. Next, I worked with GIS to understand
demographic patterns in the Three Rivers watershed area to
understand how watershed development might affect
different groups. Using EPA guidelines, we identified two
significant areas of equitable adaptation that will be
beneficial to CMCOG planning: green infrastructure and
educational opportunities. The Chesapeake Bay Watershed is
an example of a watershed that is currently incorporating
green infrastructure projects, such as targeting rain gardens
and water retention ponds in at-risk areas. Their current GIS
equity dashboard has directed infrastructure projects and
outreach opportunities towards socially vulnerable
populations (low-income, minority) to ensure more equitable
development throughout the area. In terms of education,
people must understand how litter and pet waste impact
watershed water quality. Educational opportunities should
be geared towards at-risk stakeholders who previously may
not have had access to information about risks that bacteria
in the water may pose (Floress, 2015). The final step of the
project was to write this element into the grant application.
Other elements of my role included reviewing
comprehensive plans for the Midland and Richland county
areas to understand watershed development impacts, and to
creating an overview of ways (including new infrastructure)
to improve the sewer and water quality in this region.

Equitable adaptation addresses incorporating equity in
climate change and watershed adaptation practices. As the
effects of climate change, such as increased flooding,
worsen, the burden will not be evenly felt throughout
communities. Vulnerable populations, such as low-income
groups and people of color, have historically been
negatively affected by urban development and climate
change exacerbates environmental hazards they face.
Previously, social sciences were not considered in
watershed management; however, many social elements
are intertwined with how a watershed functions. Elements
such as structural biases and systematic racism have a
cascading effect on other areas of watershed development,
such as impervious surfaces, which the grant addresses
(Schell et al., 2020). Therefore, current plans must consider
how at-risk populations may be disproportionately affected
by climate change in order to ensure environmental
equitability. By incorporating equitable adaptation, the
Midland community region can ensure a thriving future
watershed for all community members. Current efforts in
the town of Lexington include encouraging water
conservation activities to all town members preserving
environmentally sensitive areas in town (Lexington
Comprehensive Plan, 2018). If it is not considered now,
there will be harsher consequences in the future when
there are higher levels of precipitation and more bacteria in
water supplies. Therefore, future infrastructure, such as rain
barrels and additional green spaces, should be placed in
areas that may not have been previously considered.

What have I learned?
The depth of watershed planning was something I was
unfamiliar with before this course. I learned about the
grant writing process and became familiar with SCDHEC
and EPA guidelines. In terms of equitable adaptation, I
realized how essential this is to future planning. As
climate change continues to worsen, this will be
essential to every planning process. Most notably, I had
the opportunity to improve my public speaking skills by
presenting these concepts at a meeting with the Project
Advisory Committee members who overlook the
feasibility of CMCOG projects. Since including equitable
adaptation is relatively new to watershed management,
many planning agencies still overlook it. However,
federal regulations are beginning to direct efforts
towards creating equality, and this is becoming an
increasingly more important part of receiving grant
funding. It was a pleasure to contribute to the
conversation surrounding equity in watershed
management, and I look forward to seeing how Richland
and Lexington county incorporate this element in plans..

Special thanks to Gregory Sprouse and Guillermo
Espinosa for welcoming me into this position, as well
as Jory Fleming (CISA-Department of Geography) for
his guidance.

The Three Rivers Watershed Plan
The Central Midlands Council of Governments has been
drafting a grant proposal to DHEC to address levels of
bacteria found in the Three Rivers watershed area. This
area is approximately 55.6 square miles and lies with
Richland and Lexington counties (seen in the image to the
left). Since the area is so urbanized, there have been
higher levels of fecal coliform bacteria found in the rivers.
Not only are these rivers are popular recreational areas,
but they are the source of drinking water for surrounding
communities. Additionally, these rivers are also an
ecosystem for many species of plants and wildlife. The
grant aims to reduce levels of bacteria and pollution, in
line with nine major EPA standards. Two standards that
were relevant to my work were climate change
considerations and education opportunities.
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