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Include general topic areas of your mentor’s research passions. Keywords are fine. 
 

Very clearly state what you will be studying. Be sure that this is understandable to someone who 
doesn’t know much about your field of study. If needed, define terms. To test your explanation – 
give this to a friend not in your major. If he/she doesn’t understand, try again! 
 

Explain what you will be doing in your research. Be specific on what you will be doing. The 
reasoning behind the research opportunity is to make sure that you have a meaningful 
experience. If the reviewer can’t tell what part of a project you will be doing, he/she can’t 
evaluate your experience. 
 
If working in a team or on a faculty project, what will your individual role be? Who else is 
involved with the project? 
 
Provide an estimate of the timing for specific steps of your project. This does not need to be a day 
to day list but depending on the length of your project, it may give an overview biweekly or 
monthly. Be sure to include time to review/synthesize your data and to reflect on the experience. 
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Consider this your personal statement. This section is read carefully by the reviewers and does 
impact their decision. Things to include: why you want to do this project, what got you interested 
in it, your career goals, and how this award would further those goals. 
 

Think about what impact your research will have on both your academic discipline and the USC 
community. The Mini-Grant program is intended to have great effects on the USC community, so 
be explicit in showing how your work will be beneficial to USC as a whole. 


